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lowing year. In eountries inelined to be
arid and where the rainfall is not great
the natural fodders, as a result, die out.
The stock themselves always choose the
natural fodders. In all parts of Austra-
Jia the salt bush is one of the standard
stock fodders and this is now being eaten
out. I am told that if one wants salt
hush seed now it is necessary to send to
Ameriea for it, although the seed origin-
ally was sent from Ausiralia to the
United States. It is the duty of the Gov-
ernment to deal with this question of the
preservalion of natura] fodders. There is
no olher part of the country so good as
that to which I have referred for the pur-
poses of subdivisien inlo small pastoral
areas, and unless something is doue fo
preserve the indigenous fodders the posi-
tion will scon be that the subdivided eoun-
try will be held, as it is to-day, by the
large holders. While this question is be-
ing dealt with the Government might take
into consideration that of providing large
endowments there for our university and
edueational system. I do not intend to
claim the attention of the House any
longer and I hope that what T have said
is worthy of Lhe note of the Government,
partieularly with regard to my advice as
to the railway south of the Swan River.

On motion by the Premier debate ad-
jonrned.

House adjourned at 8.50 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPER PRESEXTED
By the Colonial Secretary: By-laws of
the Coitesloe Beach Roads Board.

BILLS (2}—FIRST READING.

1, Eleetoral Aet, 1907, Amendment.

2, Public Hospitals Endowment and
Management,

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES,
ELECTION.

The COLONIAL SECRBETARY (Hon.
J. D. Connolly): 1t is pecessary this
afternoon for the Honse to elect a Chair-
man of Comunittees. As hou. members
are aware Mr. IKingsmill, who has
accupied the Chair for the last four
years, had to submit himself for wre-
election this year and, consequently, the
position of Chairman of Committees he-
came vacant with his seat as a member
of the House. I have very much plea-
sure in proposing that Mr, Kingsmill be
appointed to fill the position of Chair-
man of Committees of the House. Mr.
Kingsmil! has oceupied the position, as
I have previously stated, for the past
four years with every credit to himself
and with entire satisfaection to members
of the House. It was thought at one time
that we would not have the opporiunity
of electing Mr. Kingsmill to this posi-
tion again, and it was considered that he
might be oceupying a geat in the national
Parliament. His failure to secure a seat,
however, was, in my opinion, a loss to
that Parliament, bat his re-election to this
Chamber was a distinet gain to the State
Parliament, and we are now cdnée more
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afforded the privilege of nominating him
for the position of Chairman of Commit-
tees, which he has so ably filled during
thee past four years.

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD (Metropoli-
tan-Subnrban) : I have mueh pleasure in
seconding the nomination of Mr. Kings-
mill, ar'd wish to confirm all that has been
said by the Colonial Seeretary.

Question put and passed; Mr. Kings-
mill thus eleeted.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL, having taken
the Chair in Committee of Supply, said:
I have to thank hon. members for ihe
honour they have done me and the con-
fidence they have reposed in me by elect-
ing me to this very responsible and, I
think, important position. 1 would like
to say that the compliment is all the
greater becanse it is the second oeceasion
on whieh the honour has heen conferred
on me. I would like to thank the Colo-
nial Secretary and the seconder of the
motion for the complimentary remarks
they made coneerning the way in which
I have earried out the duties of Chair-
man in the past, and whieh I shall have
to live up to in the future. Let me say
that the Chairman of Committees, or any
person who is placed in aunthority over
a deliberative assembly is, to a great ex-
tent, what the members of that assembly
make ltim. If there is a wish to preserve
order and decornm, then the task of the
person who is presiding is simplified.
That has been my experience in the past,
and I can only hope i wiil be my experi-
ence in the future. I thank hon. members
very sincerely for the honour they have
done me in electing me to this position.

BILL—SUPPLY, £1,053,575.
Standing Orders Suspension.
The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Connolly) moved—
That so much of the Standing Orders
be suspended as may be necessary 1o
pass the Bill through its remaining
stages.
Question put and passed; the Standing
Orders suspended accordingly.

Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Connolly) in moving the second
reading, said: This is the usnal Supply
Bill that it is necessary lo hring down
each session before the introduetion of
the Budget. This particular measure
provides for the sum of £1,053,875, three
months’ supply, the month just pas:ed,
the eurrent month and the next month,
and the money will be provided out of
revenue and also out of lean. Before
this Supply is exhausted the Budget -will
be introdunced, but it may be necessary to
introduce a further Supply Bill in order
to enable tlie Government to keep going.
This is the usual procedure <o that the
Government may have legal aathority Lor
the payment of salarics, eteetera. I beg
to move—

That the Bill be now read a scecned
tinte,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commiltee, ete.

Bill passed through Committes without
debate, reported without amendment; the
report adopted.

Read a third time, and paszed.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Third Day.

Resnmed from the previous day.

Hon. W. PATRICK (Central): With
other members I agree entirely with the
expressions of condolence at the death of
our late King, and also join in the con-
gratulations to our new Sovereign, King
George V. I feel in mentioning these
two important events that after all kings
are in the same position as others, and
when the time comes we have to speed
the parting and weleome the eoming
guest, 1 have alse to congratulate you,
Mr, President, on your return to this
Chamber, and especially on your unani-
mous appointment to the high and hon-
ourable wposition of President of this
Couneil, I have sat in this Honse during
the time you have occupied that position
with dignitv, and I am sure that your
appointment has met not only with the
unanimous approval of this Chamber but
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with the approval of the people of the
eountry al large. I am also very pleased
to know that all the old members who
went before their constitwents, in addi-
tion Lo yourself, were returned with sab-
stantial majorities. Tt i1s a very extra-
ordinary faet that the whole of the mem-
‘hers who went before their constituents
were returned again, showing, 1 think,
that the couniry has still confidence in
them. I think we may also econ-
gratulate, as other speakers have done,
the head of the Government on his splen-
did suecess, I may say, his mefeorie
career in the old country, and upon the
greal honour which His Majesty saw fit
to confer on the leading eitizen of the
State. I am sure the result will he to
the lasting benefit of Western Australia.
I do not intend to dwell on the different
items in the Governor's Speech, because
we shall all have an opportunity of deal-
ing with the various questions as they
come before this House in the form of
Bills. But there are one or two matters
on which 1 would like fo make one or two
comments. Sowme members have spoken
in favour of the ailitude taken up by the
Government in vegard to the Transcon-
tinental railway, and they think that if
the vailway is not taken in hand at a
very early date by the Federal Govern-
ment then the State Government ought
to conostruet it themselves in eonjunclion
with South Australia, while other mem-
bers have critieised that portion of the
Governor's Speech adverselv. T entirely
approve of the attitude of the Govern-
ment on this question. 1 do not see why
there is any need for us te take up a
humble athitude in relation to the Federal
Government in this matter. We had a
distinet promise when we entered the
Federation that this railway was fo be
consiructed, but practicallv nothing has
been done to the present moment, and
there is no great appearance that anything
is going to be done at a very early date.
I do not see from a financia! point of
view that the burden of Western Auns-
tralia will be much greater in the one case
than in the other. The cost of the por-
tion of the railway in Western Australia
will he under one and three-qnarter
million pounds,

Hon, J. F. Cullen:
and a half,

Hon. W. PATRICK : I thank Mr.
Cullen for eorrecting me. In saying a
million and three-quarter pounds I was
referring lo about half ihe estimated cost
of the railway to Port Angunsta, but the
length of line in this State will be con-
siderably shorter than the length in
South Australia, so T daresay Mr. Cullen's
estimate is neaver the mark.

Hon, J. W. Kirwan: Do you think
there is any chance of South Australia
agreeing ?

Hon. W, PATRICK: [ do not know
whether fhere is any chance of South
Auvstralia agreeing or not. As an old
South Australian I have had eommuniea-
tions with South .\ustralians and conversa-
tions with leading eitizens of South .\us-
tralia. and they ave all averse to the con-
struction of the line at all. Thex are all
of the opinion that it would injure their
State. drawing awav the passenger trade
to other Bastern States. But. after all,
that difficnlty has to bhe confronted; the
consent of South Australia, eitler throngh
the Federal Government or with the Gov-
ernment in this State, must be brouaht
about before the railway ean he con-
strneted at all; but if the Federal Gov-
ernment construct the railway then we are
faced with the cost of hnilding a £t
Sl4in. line from Fremantle to Kalgourlie,
whereas in the event of our constructing
the railway ourselves there will be no im-
mediate or absolute necessitv to rebuild
the line between Fremantle and Kalgoor-
lie until our finances enable us to do so.
So I am quite at one with the attitude of
the State Government on this question of
the construetion of the Transeontinental
railway. 1 notice that the Government
have decided to build grain sheds at Fre-
mantle. with what they eall the latest
appliances for dealing with the handling
of wheat for export. I understand the
system to be introduced at Fremantle is
similar to that in Syduney at the present
time. T think it would have been much
better if the Government had introduced
the bulk handling. I do not think there
is any doubt that this is the system which
must be adopted in the foture in Western
Anstralia.

Under a million
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Hon., J. W. Hackett: What wonld it
cost to introduce it here?

Hon. W, PATRICK: I have not the
figures beside me but I know that it costs
n great deal less to handle wheat in bulk,
loading or unloading, than to handle it
in bags, apart altogether from the value
of the bags. I have seen the system at
work 30 years ago in America and in the
old ¢ountry, and I know it has made tre-
mendous progress since then. Looking
forward to the fact that this State not
many Years hence is bound to produce
not only more wheat than any single
State in tire East, but probably more than
all the BEastern States put together—
which is not a very extravagant esiimate
—there is no doubt we must have the
svatem of handling the wheat in bulk.

The Colonial Secretary: What is the
advantage; would there be any cheaper
freights?

Hon. W, PATRICK: By the bulk sys-
tem they can land wheat from the lakes in
Amieriea, practically 3,000 to 4,000 miles
from the seaboard, and can take it to
Liverpool at a cost of about 4% cents
to the bushel.

The Colonial Secretary: That is Am-
erica, hut would yom get cheaper freights
from Anstralia?

Hon. W. PATRICK: Undouhtedly, if
the facilities were provided here—they
are already provided in the old country—
shipping companies would he bound. as
thexr have done in the Atlantie, to follow
it np and meet owr requirements. I
trust that when facilities are provided at
(Geraldton, as they will he required to be
provided at an early dafe, the latest svs-
temt of handling wheat will he provided.
My attitude, so far as the question of
supplving freezing works at the different
ports is eoncerned, is that as in the future
there is no doubt whatever the Siate will
have an enormous surplus of stock. cattle,
and sheep—T helieve we have a snrplus of
caitle already—{freezing work will need
to be established along the coast at
the different ports. T believe at present
the most central place that drains the
laroest extent of eountry. so far as sheep
are concerned. is Geraldton. but I think
in any ease the Government shounld go on
at an early date with the proposed works

at Wyndham, and I have no donbt that
other works will follow. I think they
ought to be provided at the port of Ger-
aldton. We koow that we are not pro-
ducing so much gold as we did at one
tire, but we are raising more stone, more
tons of ore, and employing as many men.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: More men ae-
cording to the Mines Report, a thousand
more than last year.

Hon. W. PATRICK: That is very sat-
isfactory, At any rate with the great
advance in metallurgy aud improved me-
ehanical applianres, such as suetion filter
presses, the cost of dealing with the ore
has been reduced to such an extent that
ore of a muel lower grade ean now be
treated at a profit, and, as Mr. Kirwan
has pointed out. we are employing more
men althongh we are producing less gold.
Tndnubtedly the future of the gold mines
in Western Australia must necessarily de-
pend upon these factors. on the discovery
of new fields and exploration at a greater
depth. So far as my distriet is eon-
cerned I am very glad to report that the
latest informalion from the hottom of the
(Great Fingal, the greatest mine on the
Murchison Goldfield, is very satisfactory,
that there is payable gold at a depth of
over 2,300 feet. According to a state-
ment made rvecently by the manager the
mine is likely to see greater vesulls in (he
futnre than it has done in the past. Now,
if that mine had failed, praetically everv
mine on the Murehison would have gone
to the wall as soon as they veached a
barren zone. The fact of diseovering this
eold ai a ereat depth means the perman-
ence of the Murchison goldfield, and al-
though the Munrchison goldfield is not so
imporlant as the Fastern Galdfields, it is
the next impartant gold helt in the State,
and ite possibilifies, prebably, are greater
than those of the Eastern Goldfields. be-
eause we are in the beminping, whereas,
on the Eastern Goldfields. they have
reached the highest point. T congrabu-
late the Government on the satisfactory
rondition of the finances. Twelve months
azn we were about £312,000 behind —that
was the defieit—while on the 30th June last
it was reduced by over £200.000. This is
a most satisfactory condition of things.
Tt shows that this State has at last turned
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the corner financially, notwithstanding
the tremendons shrinkage of the Federal
revenue. It is quite evident that West-
ern Australia is able to go on prospering
and will prosper and bear its own bur-
.dens with perfect safety., There are one
or two measures of a very controversial
natare in the programme. There are the
‘Redistribution of Seats Bill and Couneil
franchise, but I do not intend to say a
word on either of these subjects until the
Bills come before this Chamber. These
are very important measares; one is an
old friend which has been hefore us for
many years, and, possibly, may be before
us for a great many vears to come. I
.am pleased indeed to see the proposal in
the Governor’s Speech to found a Uni-
versity in this State. I consider that the
(Fovernment have done a very wise thing
at last in making up their minds to found
a University in Western Australia. The
population of some of the Eastern States
was much smaller when a University was
established there.

Hon. J. W. Hackett:
gave one.

Hon. W, PATRICK: T believe all the
Eastern States had smaller populations,
save one, when Universities were estab-
lished, and certainly we are in a much
better position than some of the other
States were when TUniversities were
founded on the other side. I would just
like, in reference to this matter, to say
that T would have been very glad if the
-Giovernment had also coupled with the
establishment of a University a proposal
to establish secondary schools of a na-
tional character, so that the girls and bovs
conld have moved from the primary
schools into the secondary schools, and
then ou to the University.

The Colonial Secretary: They are es-
tablished now in Perth.

Hon. W. PATRICK: T am perfectly
aware we have a great many things in
Perth, but we want them elsewhere: we
waut one at Geraldton.

The Colonial Seeretarv: And one at
Northampton.

Hon. W. PATRICK: No; we can do
withont one at Northampion, but we want
- technical school at (Geraldton. A tech-
nical school or secondary sehool in Perth

All of them,

is absolutely useless to people residing
300 or 330 miles to the North.

Hon. R. D. McKenzie: Too much con-
eentration.

Hon. W, PATRICK: I do not want
to say one word against Kalgoorlie.
We know Kalgoorlie and Perth have got
everything, but we want to get a little
share, T just throw out this hint to the
(lovernment that they ought not to con-
fine evervihing to Perth but to give a
share to other parts of the State, espe-
cially to Geraldton. I notice the Gov-
ernment propose te again introdute a
measure amending the liguor law. There
is no use disenssing this preat question
on the Address-in-Reply. I may say I
am as mueh seized with the importanee
of this great question as most people.
I am not a young man, and 1 have seen
many of the evils arising from drink in
different parts of the world, but I would
just like to throw out a hint to the ex-
tremists on both sides. I say this, that
if the temperance people wish a measure
of liguor law reform, then they must not
expect everything in one measure; they
must be econtent with something reason-
able, and they should also try and, if
possible, avoid the extreme way of talk-
ing about all erime and misery arising
from drink. As a matter of fact, I have
seen lots of erime and misery in other
parts of the world that did not arise
from drink, but no doubt an ifmmense
improvement ¢an be made in the liguor
law of this State, and I shall give any
reasonable measure my strougest sup-
port in bringing it into law. There is
one matter which is not mentioned in the
Governor’s Speech, but it was mooted
yeslerday by the Hon. My. Dodd. That
was the question of arbitration, and he
contended that the law requived amend-
ing in several particulars. [ have no
doubt whatever that Mr. Dodd is per-
fecily correet, and it seems to me that
the law in reference to arbitration up
to the present moment has not heen so
nearly successful as we expeeted. I may
say that we bave an example before ns
at the present time of the entire dislo-
cation of the transport facilities of
Perth, and it brings to my mind that the
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Arbitration Aet has broken down. The
first necessity after a law is passed is
that that law shall be obeved. It is im-
possible that any decision in a law eourt,
whether it is an arbitration eourt or an
ordinary court of law, it is absolutely
impossible that both parties always shall
be satisfied; but in order that the law
. may bhe respected and may be effective
that law must be obeyed, and while the
law is being obeyed thaf is the time to
propose amendments to it. There is one
matter that on going through the Gover-
nor’s Speech I did not notice, but I sez
a new Kleetoral Bill is to be introduced.
The Bill is not before us yet, but I
would like to say, as I said when the
Electoral Bill was before us in 1907,
that the most important faetor in
.an  eleetion is having corvect rolls,
and in  order to have eorrect rolls
the State must spend a little more
money, I say without hesitation, not-
withstanding that we have a splendid
-electoral officer at the present time—no
doubt a great improvement has been
cffected on what we had many years ago
—the rolls at the present time are not
in a satisfactory eondition, I am quite
convineed that as the rells mean the
Parliament we must spend more money
in purifying and purging the rolls. The
Bill is not before us and I do not wish
to say anything further on the matter.
There is one very important question
which was referred to by the Hon. Mr.
Dodd yesterday, and after saying a word
-or two on that subject I shall sit dowa.
I refer to the question of immigration.
I have always bheld very strong
views on immigration. 1 consider,
and I think most people consider,
thai we eannot possibly hold this
-.continent unless we fill it with white
people. In face of the faet that there
ane countless myriads of coloured
people within a few hundred miles of
our shores, and in face of the fact that
some of these peoples, like Japan, which
has wakened up, and China, which is
awakening up, it is absolutely neces-
sary that this continent should be filled
with white men, white women, and white
children. The Government in this State
have beer doing splendid werk, the

Premier did splendid work 1in the
old country, and I say the Gov-
ernment bave been doing splendid

work, and deserve all eredit for the work
which- they have done to bring people
into this State. And we must not be too
eritical if here and there one or two in-
dividuals happen to drop on to the gold-
fields and compete with those who are
there at the present time. It seems to me
that instead of having people coming
here in driblets of a few hundreds a
month they onght to be coming here in
thousands, and that will oeeunr, withont
doubt, within a very short fime. 1t is
impossible to go into any portion of the
State, such as Moora, without appreciat-
ing the tremendous advantages which
popuiation gives to a place. Moora was
a few vears ago a wretched place, while
to-day it is a prosperouns town with pala-
tial hotels and all the adjuncts of eivili-
sation, and all this has oceurred becanse
a hundred or two people have settled
there on the land. 1 have much pleasure
in supporiing the Address-in-Reply.
Hon. J. M. DREW (Central): Permit
me to add my voice to the chorus of
congratulations of members of the House
on your re-¢lection to the honourable
position of P’resident of the Legislative
Conneil. Suffice to say I cordially en-
dorse all the kindly sentiments expressed
towards you in this connection, Coming
to the Governor’s Speech I see there is
a reference to the delay in the consirue-
tion of the Trans-Australian railway. and
the paragraph tells us that as the delay
is “a menace to the safety of the Com-
monwealth as a whole, my Advisers are
of opinion that, rather than incur a fur-
ther indefinite postponement, the project
should be undertaken by the two States
through whose territory ithe line will
pass.”  This is a confirmation, and a
very regrettable confirmation in my
opinion, of the attitude taken up by Mr.
Frank Wilson the acting Premier, on
the oceasion when he publicty annonnced
that he was prepared to hear the cost of
the construction of the Trans-Australian
railway through Western Anstralian ter-
ritorv. That announeement, it seems to
me, was ill-advised, indisereet, and pre-
sumptuons. Tt was ill-advised, in my
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opinion, in that it was a direct invitation
to the Federal authorities to shelve their
very big responsibility; it was pre-
snmptuons beeanse Mr. Wilson assumed,
and took it for granted, that the Parlia-
ment of Western Australia would sane-
tion such a proposal.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: And as they knew
that South Australia wounld rot consent
it looked like binff.

Hon. J. AL DREW: I conld scarccly
take up that attifude and view. The eon-
clusion 1 came to was that it was ill-
advised. It is very much to he deplored
that (abinet, after having had ample
thne for mature delibevation, shouid
stamp  this proposal with the seal of
their approval. Tt seems to wme that the
Trans-Australian Railway is purely and
distinetly a Commonwealth neeessity, and
the very Speech which we have before us
indicates thal it is so, for the Speech
states that the delay is a mevace to the
safety of the Commonwealth. Now, with-
out this line the protection of the Com-
monwealth from an invader is an absolute
impossibility. The eonstruction of this
line is just as essential to the defence of
the Commonwealth as, for instance, the
construction of forts, the Jaying of sub-
marine engines of warfare and the build-
ing of Dreadnoughts. Trom beginuing to
end it is purely a Commonwealth under-
taking and, consequently, it should be
comstructed out of Commonwealth funds,
and controlled by the Commonwealth
anthorities. If this State were to under-
take the construction of the West Auns-
tralian section it would mean, according
to Mr. Frank Wilson, an expenditure of
£1.150.000, and, needless to say, the ex-
penditure of that amount wounld be a
very severe drain on our financial ve-
sources, while, in my opinion, if we can
command £1,150,000, we can more pro-
fitably expend it in the development
of our inining and  agricultaral
resourees. If the proposal be sub-
mitted to Parliament T shall offer
my  strongest opposition te it. Tt
iz proposed to ereet freezing works at
Wyndham, Fremantle, and Albany, but
T =ee no reference whatever to the port
of Gevaldton.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: It will be only cold
storage at Albany.

Hon. J. M. DREW: Yes, I understand
that and I am offering no objection 1o it;
but when we eome to consider that the-
whole South-West division of the State
contains only 1,868,501 sheep, and the
Victoria distriet, with the Murchison and
Gaseoyne combined—and I contend that
the Gascoyne sheep would come to Ger-
aldton for treatment—holds 1,617,660
sheep, or 81 per cent, of the whole, I
am at a loss to understand why Qerald-
ton should be omitted.

The Colonial Secretary: The paragraph
reads “Wyndham and elsewhere.”

Hon. J. M. DREW: Well, T under-
stood Geraldton was not econtemplaied.
As regards Albany, the port will be
served by Pingelly, Narrogin, Wagin,

Katanning, Tambeltup, Tenterden, and
Denmark.  In these districts there are
only 523,418 sheep as against the

1,617,660 held in the districts hehind Ger-
aldton. These are the fizures up to De-
cember 31st, 1908. I could not get later
figures but, whatever they are, they can-
nat have changed materially. This means.
that 81 per cent. of the sheep in the
South-West division of the State are in
the Victoria, Murchison, and the Gas-
eoyne distriets.

Hon. J. W. Hackett: Gascoyne is not
in the Routh-Waest.

Hon. J. M. DREW : No, neither is the
Murchison, but the sheep in those dis-
triets would come to the freezer at Ger-
aldton. Then again, in the matter of
wool export, Geraldton is highest ot the
list of all the ports in Western Anstralia.
TUp to the I0th June, 1909, we exported
through Geraldton 4,731,238Ihs. of wool,
while thvough Fremantle there went
4,436.0731bs. TIn other words, more wool
to the exient of 295,1631bs. was sent from
Geraldton than from Fremantle. Surely
these facts alone should induce the Gov-
ernment to take steps to have freezers
erected at Geraldton. There was an
agitation in the district some time ago,
and the Minister for Agrienlture was ap-
proached, but he would not agree to con-
sent to the erection of the freezer until
he had a guarantee of 10,000 lambs a
year. If he waits until such a guarantea
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is forthcoming be will wait a leng time
indeed, for it is not likely that the pas-
toralists of the district will breed a class
of lambs suitable for export until they
have an  assurance that export
facilities will be provided. We do
not want these freezing works
wow, but we wish provision to be
made for their erection im, say, three
years’ time, so that the pastoralists and
farmers will have ample titme in which to
start the breeding of lambs suitable for
export. I am glad io see that the Govern-
ment intend ta again introduce a measure
for the liberalisation of the franchise for
the Legislative Council. However, I shall
defer my remarks on that question until
the time when the Bill comnes before the
House.
wreat progress in land settlement. I Gind
that 1,650,000 acres have Leen selected,
while 2,600,000 acres have been surveyed.
I conelude that this is a rerord of which
any Government should féel prond, but
1 am sorry to notice that there is not a
similar activitv displayed in the Mines
Department. What is the Mines Depart-
ment doing Tor the mining indusiry?
Have any new steps heen taken of recent
vears for the thorongh development of
the industry, and the encouragement of
the prospector?  Certainly not to any
serious extent. " Every assistance is given
to the farmers, and wisely so, by the
Agricultural Department. The Depart-
ment has all manner of experts. and a
director of agrienltmre to advise the
farmer as to what fo grow, and how and
when to grow it. Then there are ponltry
experts, and inspectors of stock, and
other inspectors, to say nothing of the
pentleman who is travelkng through vari-
ous foreign countries endeavouring to dis-
cover parasites for frnit pests. This is
all very well, and has my support, but I
certainly think that definife and system-
alic steps shonld be laken to encourage
the mining industry, and ¥ would snggest
the establishment of local mining boards
in the various centres with the warden
of the goldfields as chairman. These men
would know who to reecommend for as-
sistance, and, in consequence, less money
would be wasted and more would be agd-
vantageously used than is the case at the

1 am also glad to notice the-

present time. These are not my views
alone; they are the views of the people
of the Murchison goldfields whom I repre-
sent, and who bave given the subject a
sreat deal of consideration. There is
another matter which I regard as very
unfaiv to those who are engaged in fthe
mining industiy, namely the fee charge-
able on application for exemption. I must
confess that until about three weeks ago
1 was quite unaware that any such fee
was required. It appears there is a mini-
mum fee of tluee guineas. But, sup-
posing I take up agrieultural land and
fnd J am unable to comply with the con-
ditions within the specified time; I apply
for exemption, and if exemption is found
to he justified. I get it; but I have not a
solitary peony to pay in the shape of
fees, Why then should any distinction
be made between the man on the mine and
the man on the land? I¢ seems to me
that if exemption is justified it should be
granted without a fee having to be paid,
while if it be not justified it should uot
be granted at all. I do hope that at an
early date there will be an amendment
of the Mining Aet in the direetion of
liberalising the conditions of miners'
homestead leases. At present if a miner
wishes to take up a homestead lease with-
in two miles of a township he musi pay
an annual rental of 2s. per acre per vear.
On the coast the selecfor has only tu pay
6¢. per acre per year, and at the end of
2) years he gets his freehold, whereas
the miner never obtains the freehold. If
the miner wishes to take up a 500-acre
lense on the goldfields he pays 6d. per
aere per vear, and he must alse improve
it. And Llhe condifions ¢f improvement,
I may say, are almost as stringent as
those in comnection with agricultural
land; yet the pastoralist gets the use of
this eonniry for three-twentyfifths of a
penny per acre, or 10s. a thonsand aeres;
and while the miner has to improve his
land, all that the pastoralist bas to do is
to stock it to the extent of ten sheep to
every thousand acres. I wonld suggest
to the Government the reduction of rent
of 20 aere blocks to 3d. per aere. and
that of 500 acre blocks to 1d. per acre.
If that is done, and the area allowed to
be taken up be increased something on
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the lines snggested by Mr. Gordon in an
interview with the West Awustralian—if
sotething is done in that direction there
will be a great deal of closer pastoral
scttlement on the goldfields. The waler
is elose to the surface. Indeed from Yal-
goo to Magnet, and bhalf way on to Sand-
stone, it is possible to get good water
within 15 or 16 feet of the surface.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Those rentals do
not go on permanently.

Hon. J. M. DREW: After 20 years
they are reduced one half, or from 2s, an
acre to 1s.; it is 25, an acre rent for the
first 20 years. I notice the (overnment
intend to introduce an amendment of the
Electoral Aect of 1907, and it certainly
calls for araendment. T trust that it will
eontain provision for the making of pre-
ferential voting conrpulsory, The present
system is neither flesh, fish nor good ved
herving, There is another matter, with
reference to the system of preferential
voting, which requires attention. In my
opinion fraud and corruption are now
easily possible under the Aet in eonnee-
tion with elections. We all know that all
men are not honest; and all presiding
officers are not honest. Tt has sometimes
occurred that a presiding officer is ap-
pointed because of his violent partisan-
ship,

Hon, J. W. Hackett: That is a serions
charge,

Hon. J. M. DREW: There is very
orave saspicion that it has been so; T
am not referving to recent wvears, and I
wish to say that there is no ground for
suspicion at the present time.

The Colonial Seeretary: Who are the
officers appointed because of their violent
partisanship?

Hon. J. M. DREW: I know it has oe-
eurred.

The Colonial Seeretarv: When?

Hon. J. M. DREW: Not in late years,
but some years ago. My remarks are
not directed against the present Adminis-
tration.

The Colonial Secretary: The previous
one?

Hon. J. W. Hackett: Be definite.

Hon. J. M. DREW : Fraud is possible
in connection with the administration of
the present Electoral Act.

The Colonial Seecvetary: Was it per-
petrated nnder the previous Administra-
tion ¢

Hon. J. M. DREW: I do not wish to
make charges against anyone.

The Colonial Secretary: You say that
men ave appointed hecause they are par-
tisans.

Hon. J. M. DREW : I know that very
violent partisans were appointed through
the instrpmentality of eertain candidates.
That oceurred some years ago, not last
year, nor in the last two years. I cannot
say that I know of a ease having oecurred
under the present Government. Frand
and comption are possible espeeially in
conneection with preferential voting. The
presiding officer has to make a count af
the close of the poll, bat of the firsl
preference votes only, and he is required
ta announce the result. As a rule in ¢on-
nection with the poll there are a number
of plumpers. These papers arve in the
custodv of the presiding officer and he is
not required to seal them. It is left to
his own diseretion whether he shall seal
them or not. He counld take the papers
to his office and especially in the ease of
plumpers he could vote “2,7 #3. or ¥4,
just as he pleased, if he were dishonesi
enough to do so.

Hon. W. Kingsmiil: He eounld do more
than that. .

Hon. J. M. DREW: He cannot alter
the first preference votes for he has an-
nounced the result, and he has to wire
that resnlt immediately to the returning
officer. e e¢an, however, manipulate the
second, third and fourth preferences if
he is dishonest enough to da so. Cer-
tainly there are scrutineers there, but they
do not know how the second and third
preference votes are cast. I would sug-
gest that there should be a connt of the
seeond and third preference votes as well
as the first votes by the presiding officer,
and that he should publiely announce the
result and then wire it to the returning
officer. He should also be obliged to seal
the papers in the presence of those in af-
tendance, and then send the papers on to
the returning officer. I do not know of
any instance where there has been a
shadow of suspicion of anything unfair
or corrupt having oecurred in connection
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with such votes, but after giving the Act
close stndy I can see where it would be
possible for a biassed presiding officer
to manipulate the papers sueccessfully
withont any chance of being detected.
There are several other matters T intended
to refer to, but I will take the oppor-
tunity later on, when the Bills ecome be-
fore this House, to deal with them.

Hon. R. D. MeKENZIE (North-East) :
In common with all other members I
would like to offer my congratulations to
you, My, President, on once more being
returned as a member, and also upon
your reappointrent to the high and hon-
ourable position you hold. Members are
under a debt of gratitude to the electors
of the West Provinee for re-electing you.
We can econgraiulate these electors for

doing so, as it has given us the oppor- -

tunity of onee more placing you in the
Chair to preside over our deliberations,
I would like to weleome the new members
of this House. I would mention more
particularly the member who has heen
retorned for a goldfields constitueney. I
refer to the hon. member for the South
Province. As a very old resident of the
Eastern goldfields T know the reputa-
tion Mr. Dodd holds on those fields. I
know, and most people living on the
goldfields know, that it is owing fto, the
moderate course he has adopted on most
questions there that we have had peace in
the industries of the fields. Had it not
been for the faet that we had a gentle-
man there who had those moderate views
there would have been strife very long
ago. Therefore we are to be congratn-
lated on getting a member of the ealibre
of Mr. Dodd, who now represents a cer-
tain section of the community which has
had but very few representatives in this
Chamber in the past. We have a gentle-
man who will be able to put the views
of that section of the people before us
with all fairness, and through his agency
we will be well aware what the opinions
of that seetion are. Allow me to offer
my congratulations to the Premier of this
State on the high honour which has been
conferred on him. One member main-
tained vesterday that in all probability
when the Premier reached London he

fond that things were very much better
in the London Ageney than he expected.
Let me differ from that member, It is
not long since I was in London, and I
was not at all satisfied with the way
things were condneted in the London
agency. It was an admireble move on
the part of the Government to get the
Premier to go to London, and I hope that
now he has been theve, and has become
conversant with the way things ave con-
dneted, there will be a distinet improve-
ment manifested in the working of the
ageney. The great personality of the
Premier has, I feel sure, done a great
deal of good for Western Anstralia.
There is no doubt it was his personality
and ability that foreed lim into the lime-
light immediately after his avrival in Lon-
don, and he vemained in that limelight
until he left the old country to return
here. I hope that now the Premier is
back he will throw that energy into the
affairs of the State he exhihited before he
went away, and that matters will go on
prospering as mueh now as they have
done since he has been Premier, Coming.
to the Speech of His Excellency, after one
has read it one ean only come to the eon-
clusion that it is a very comprehensive
and ambitions programme to be placed
before us. One member has said there
is very little to be found fault with, while
another has said that the Speech covers
the whole of the industries of the State
of - Western Australia, and I am inclined
to agree with both members, There is
no doubt that the record, as deseribed in
the Speech, of the work done during the
past bwelve monthe and of projected
works for the coming 12 months is a very
comprehensive one. The Government and
the people generally are to be sincerely
congratulated on the faet that this State
has evidently turned the eorner. For
gome years we were under a cloud of de-
pression, but that cloud seems to have
become dispersed and we are on the high
road to prospenity. Everyone seems op-
timistic and, I think, justifiably so.
There is no doubt that land setilement
here has done. and is going to do, great
things for us. Let me say here, as an old
resident of the goldfields, one who has
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spent 15 or 16 years of the best years of
his Jife there, that nothing pleases me
more, nor pleases the right-thinking and
sensible people on the fields more, than
to know that the agrieultural districts of
the State are in a prosperous condition.
There is no jealousy on the part of the
woldfields people beeause of the prosperity
of the people on the coast, and we want
the people on the coast to feel the same
towards the great goldmining industry
we are carrying on. In addition to its
being very pleasing to learn that the
agrienltural disiriets are so flourishing, it
is equally pleasing to know that many
other industries in the coastal distriets
are also flourishing. The Speech men-
tions that the hortieunltural industry is in
a very prosperons condition. We are told
that during the past season Western Aus-
tralian fruits topped the market in Lon-
don on every shipment. We have shown
the people of London, of the Continent,
and the rest of the world that we can
erow fruit and ship it to them and com-
mand the highest prices. This is a very
great thing for Western Aunstralia and it
will encourage the fruit-growing indus-
try. I believe we have a very large fraet
of country in the South-West capable of
growing frait snitable to ship to the Lon-
don market. In the great programme the
(Government are placing before uvs there
are many very important items. I notiee
it is the intention of the Government to
carry on the poliey of agrienltural rail-
ways. These railways have always had
the support of the goldfields members,
and I am sure that the Bills to be brought
down later on in the session will receive
the support of the goldfields memhers—
that is those Bills having for their object
the opening up of more agricultural dis-
triets by means of railways. We are also
told that the Government wiil spend a
large amount of money in building grain
stores and in adopting modern methods
of shipping grain at Fremantle. This
scheme will also bave the support of gold-
fields members because we realise that in
connection with this great grain-growing
industry we have there must be the most
modern and effective methods of shipping
if we are to compete successfully with the

outside world. It was interesting to listen
to Mr. Patrick when he deseribed to us
the methods of shipping wheat in bulk.
Two or three years ago I travelled
throngh  the great  wheat-growing
States of Ameriea and Canada and
noticed that there was no hand-
ling of wheat in bags there, Dbut
that it was all dealt with in bulk. T think
there are difliculties in the way of intro-
ancing the bulk system here and the Gov-
erpntent are wise fo give every consider-
ation before going to the expense of in-
stituting that method. Tt would, perhaps.
le wise of them to appoint a Royal Com-
mission to go into the matter hefore de-
viating from the present method. While
1 am prepared to congratulate the eoastal
people on the great measure of prosperity
which appears (o have come to them. I
am sorry to say that, as an observant man
a man who visits the Capital very fre-
quently, and who has an opportnunity of
meeting a great many of the commercial
and leading citizens of Perth, I find that
among all this prosperity there appears
one little rift in the lute, T will deseribe
this later on and will ask for the sym-
pathy of the coastal people towards the
first great primary industry of this State;
T refer to the gold-mining industry. It
has been significant that in almost every
speech made in this Honse during the
present session there has been very little
reference until to-day to the great mining
industry. Ts it that hon. members have
forgotten that the gold mining industry
is the primary industry of Western Aus-
tralia? Have they forgotten what that
indust1y has done for Western Australia,
or is it that they consider that the mining
indusiry is well able to stand on its own
hottom and does nnt require assistance
from members in this Chamber?

Hon, F. Cannor: Water schemes, et-
cetera.

Hon. R. D. McKENZIE: The water
scheme, and other things, have done
mare for Western Australia indireetly,
probably, than anything that ean he
mentioned. I ask, whether hon. mem-
bers have forgotten this great mining

industry. I hope that such is not the
case, beeanse they mnst realise that the
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industry was one that lifted Western
Australia from a state of little import-
anece indeed, into what it is to-day with
its population of 280,000 people. It was
owing to the diseovery of gold that
people flocked to this State, and it has
been owing to the large consuming pop-
ulation on the goldfields that the im-
petns was given to the agrieultural and
pastoral industries of the State. The
goldfields have for many years afforded
a splendid market to the producers of
grain, mutton, fruit, and vegetables, and
for fish. I just want to give a few fig-
ures in connection with the mining in-
dustry. My desire is to show that il is
not the deeaying industry we are given
to believe it iz by men holding promi-
nent positions in this fair State of
ours—

Hon. J. W. Haekett:
their names!

Hon. R. D. MeKENZIE: Yes; it is
not a diffienlt matter to give their
names. I want to point out that during
the last 20 years the gold mining indus-
try has produced 93 millions sterling,
and that this industry which is being
decried now, employed in 1909 18,336
men. It is a well known fact, and stat-
isties will prove it, that by multiplying
the nawnber of men employed on the
mines by four you will get the number
of people who are supported by the min-
ing industry, and thus we have a popu-
lation of 73,000 people existing on the
mining industry. These 73,000 people
whao are living on the goldfields of West-
ern Australin ave all large consumers,
and it is owing to the splendid market
they have given to the agrienltural pro-
dueers that the agrieultural industry has
progressed and prospered as it has done.

Hon. T. F. 0. Brimage: The figures
you have given are exclusive of Govern-
ment officials.

ITon. R. D. McEENZIE: Oh, yes. In
addition to the mining industry there
are many allied industries which employ
a zreat number of men. For instanee,
there is the wood industry on the gold-
fields whieh is a very important one and
employs very many men, and then we

Can you give

have foundries and varions other fac-
tories in Kalgoorlie and other centras,
as well as in Perth and Fremantle,
which are supported by the mining in-
dustry. It is trne that the output of
gold has fallen away doring the last six
vears. The output for last year was
worth £6,800,000; six years ago it was
worth £8,800,000, a shrinkage of two
millions, But then, as members have
pointed out, the number of men em-
ployed on the goldfields is more than it
was six years ago, and the tonnage of
ore treated is a great deal more than it
was six years ago, while the State is
zetting more benefit from the smaller
ontput of gold to-day than it was six
vears ago. The dividends paid last year
totalled £1,360,000. I am just going to
give a few of these figures begause they
are big figures, and want to be brought
before the attention of members who are
not connected with the mining industry
to make them realise what that mining
industry means to Western Australia,
and to try and get their sympathy to-
wards helping that industry along.

The Colonial Secretary: The {overn-
menf are not unsympathetic towards
the mining industry.

Hon. R. D. McEENZIE: As an ob-
servant man who has mixed with leading
ecommereial and professional people of
Perth and Fremantle, T say there are n
large number of people down here who
are not sympathetic towards the gold-
fields. It is a notorious faet that there
are many men who have made fortunes
on the poldfields, and who have gone
away from them and have done nothing
to assist those poldfields, and that when
they have got away they have com-
menred to decry them. A short time ago
a gentleman who was aspiring to politieal
honours in the ¥Federal arena, stated
publicly in this State that it would not
he long before all those people who had
suflicient money to get away from the
goldfields would be tumbling over each
other to make their exit from the gold-
fields, and ihat there would be many who
would not have sufficient means to get
away. I say that is a deliberate and
misleading statement,
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Hon. J. W. Langsford:
M. Kingsmill.

Hon, R. D). McKENZIE: No.

Hon. J. W. Hackett: Is that the only
case you have?

Hon. R. D. McKENZIE: There are
other cases. Noi so long ago a gentle-
man holding a high mnnicipal position in
Perth, speaking at a dinner, made a re-
mark that the goldfields—I do not re-
member the exact words—but the infer-
ence was that the goldfields were on the
down grade. At the same time he ex-
pressed the desirability of building Perth
up as much as possible. He evidently
did not realise that it was the prosperity
of the goldfields and the agricultural
distriets, and the various industries of the
State that wounld enable Perth to be built
up, and that if the various indusiries did
not progress Perth eould not be made to
advance, We also read in the daily
papers quite recently of another aspirant
to political henours in a country distriet,
who told the people we had come to a
parting of the ways and we would have
to give all our attention to the agrieunl-
tural industry, which was the backbone
of the State, hecanse the gold industry
was on the decline. I conld give many
other instances. T have conversed with
men helding good positions in the State
who have decried the geld-mining indus-
try and who are prone to throw the min-
ing industry aside just as they would a
sucked orange, having got all the good
possible ont of it, and having no further
nse for it

The Colonial Seeretary: That is not
the aititude of {he present Government.

Hon. R. . MeKENZIE: I will refer
to what the Government have done, but
I want to give my ideas as to what ought
to be done to eneonrage the gold-mining
industry in the near future. T would like
te say that the present Government have
done a good deal to assist the mining in-
dustry, and I hope they will go on doing
the good work which they have com-
menced, hut there has bheen a want of
energy even on the part of the present
Government. The Mines Department, as
far as I can see, have not got the samne
amounnt of energy that they had a few
years ago. I think, to a very pgreat ex-

It was nat

tent, this is caused by the fact that the
whole of the MMines officials have been
staiioned in the eity. The environment
of Perth is really too much for them.
The Perth people are not interested in
mining, and the consequence is thet the
officials of the department, mixing with
the I’erth people, do not get that incen-
tive from them to try and improve the
industry that they wounld get if they
mixed with the people who are actually
working or who are engaged in the man-
agement or control of the mines of the
State. [ do not say that it is possible to
move the Mines Department bodily from
Perth and pat it in a different environ-
ment, bul T say the Mines Depariment can
he shaken up to a great extent. Not so
many weeks ago, in speaking io an officer
in the Mines Department who had heen
stationed on the goldfields for a long
time, this officer admitted that now that
he had heen in Perth for two or three
vears he had not the same interest in the
industry that he had when he was sta-
tioned on the goldfields. T think that ap-
plies to most of them. We have the Un-
der Secretary in Perth who rarely visits
the goldfields. If we were running a big
eommereial concern we would not have
the manager 400 or 500 miles away and
keep him there doing his business hy
correspondenee. There is also the State
Mining Engineer who sits in his office in
Perth, and who ought to be on the gold-
fields or spending seven-eighths of his
time on the goldfields. Then there is
the manager of the State battery system
who spends a great deal of his time in
Perth, while there are many other officers
who are always to be found in Perth and
whose husiness should be principally on
the goldfields. I think if the officers of
the Mines Department were given to un-
derstand that they must keep themselves
in toueh with the industry and make fre-
quent visits to the goldfields and meet the
people who are developing the industry,
it would be much better for that industry.
The Government of Western .Australia
have done a great deal with the system of
State batteries. T have travelled a good
deal through the goldfields. and T have
inspected most of the State batteries on

the Eastern Goldfields during the past few
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months. I find that the Government have
spent £250,000 on these batteries, and
that they have been the weans of produc-
ing three millions sterling in gold since
they were first established. The batteries
have done a great work and I believe
they will go on doing a great work, bnt
at the same (ime I say that those respon-
sible for the management of them should
get about a Little more to see what is being
done, and to see that the prospectors and
the men who are using them get a fair
deal every time. I think if that were
done there would be a good deal more
satisfaction among prospectors. A more
liberal policy should be adopted by the
Alines Department in connection with
providing ontfits for prospecting parties.
The prospeetors of Western Ausiralia
have mnot all left the State; there are still
a few of them about, and they want help.
They are a peculiar class of the com-
munity; they do not eome to you and
ask to be helped; they are men who have
fo be hunted up and offers made to them
to provide them with outfits. The Gov-
ernment own a number of ecamels and
horses on the goldfields, and most of the
time these camels and horses are idle in
paddocks. Greater use might be made of
them, and prospectors ought to be pro-
vided with them.

The Colonial Secretary: We provide
camels if they are wanted.

Hon. R. D. McKENZIE: Probably if
we fitted out more prospecting parties we
would have more new finds. Then
again I think there should be a system
of lending moneys to prospectors fo equip
their leases. It is perhaps more difficult
to lend mwoney to a prospeetor than to
an agrienlturist; in the one case we have
the land and improvements, but in the
other case it is perhaps more a specula-
tion than an investment. But surely with
an indnstry such as the gold mining in-
dustry we can afford to be speculative,
and fo take some risks. On the goldfields
the business people have to take risks,
and I think the Government would be
justified in taking a certain amount of
risk in helping this industry along. There
are many other ways in which the gold
mining industry might be helped; one
could spend a lot of time in talking about

the way the industry eould Dbe helped
along; but there is one method I would
like to mention, and that is in conney-
tion with the Geological Department.
Not long since a deputation from the
Chamber of Mines at Kalgoorlie waired
on the Minister for Mines and outlined
a scheme to improve the Geological De-
partment, which would very lkkely help
to open up new auwriferous country. It
would be worth members' while {0 pet the
report of that deputalion and read it, be
cause it was a practical proposition by
practical men, who showed how it would
be possible, by having a proper Geologi-
eal Department in Western Australia,
for prospectors to know when they got
into a certain part of the ecountry
whether it was any use prospecting.for
gold there or not. The Geological De-
pariment is now very much nndermanned,
and those in charge of it have been
spending most of their time in the Norih-
Waest, and not in the known auriferons
belts of the Eastern Goldfields and the
Murchison. Another way to help the
gold mining industry would be to have a
system of putting down bore holes.
These could be put down, and pegs put
in where there was a bore, and maps
could be prepared showing the informa-
tion derived from the borings taken out,
and these records conld be kept in the
Mines Office, so that when a prospeetor
wished to sink on any ground where there
was a bore put down, all he would have
to do would be to take the number of
the peg, go to the office and get all the
information possible. It would probably
save him a great deal of time, and he
would not have to sink a shaft without
having some idea of what he was going
to get when he sunk. I think the indus-
try might be assisted also by the lower-
ing of the railway freights. I believe the
time bas arrived when the railway
freizhts might be revised. They are par-
ticularly heavy on the goldfields in many
instances, and T know it is a very serions
matter to small leaseholders very often
to have to pay the heavy railway freights
on maehinery, so that I think it wonld
be wise on the part of the Government
if they had the whole of the railway
freights put under revision, and if in
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many cases they were reduced. There
are just one or two other matters I
would like to mention. One is in connee-
tion with the pastoral industry on the
goldfields. A few months ago the Minis-
ter for Lands made a trip on the Eastern
Goldfields. It was the first trip he had
made to the north of Kalgoorlie, and I
accompanied him.  The Minister was
very much shmek with the possibilities of
the country to the north of Kalgoorlie
from a pastoral point of view, and I be-
lieve it is his intention io visit the gold-
fields again and inquire into its possi-
hilities more closely than he did on his
Jast visit. Tt was jusi aboul the time he
visiled the goldfields that I noticed that
the Imperial Governmeit expressed the
intention of establishing horse-breeding
ratches in various parts of the Empire.
Australia was mentioned. and South
Afriea. and Canada, and one or two other
places; and it struck me that if (hey were
going to establish a ranch in Australia
the Eastern Goldfields between Kalgoor-
Jie and Munrehison would be very favour-
able for the purpose. A lot of horse-
hreeding goes on ihere now, and I am
told it is a splendid e¢limate for horse-
breedinng, It would be well for the Gov-
ernment {0 keep this in view should the
Imperial Government decide to carry out
their intention of establishing a horse
ranch in this part of the world. Another
roint on whielt T wish to dwell is in con-
nection with the vailwav policy of the
Government. Tt is well known that T am
comnected with what is known as the
FExperance Railway League. T have been
a sapporter of the Esperanee railway for
the Iast 16 or 17 years, and T believe that
the people from Esperance right through
Norseman to the Eastern Goldfields have
not been well and fairly treated in regard
{o that raiiway. T bhelieve (hat many
vears ago that railway was practieally
pronmised to them by the then Premier.

Heon. J. W. Hackett: Who was that,
Sir John Forrest?

Hon. R. D. M¢KENZIE: Yes.

Hon. J. W, Hackett: Naver, never!

Hon. R. D. McKENZIE: We were
given to understand that when Sir John
Forrest made his memorable visit - to
Esperance he promised it.

Fon. J. W. Hackett: No, not a syl-
lable; I know it too well.

Hon. R. D. M¢(KENZIE: At all events
a great deal of money was spent in Esper-
ance at that time in the way of erecting
jetties and warehouses and so on, which
led the people to understand that the
Government had some idea of building a
railway from Esperance into the interior,
It is a question which is agitating the
minds of the people of the goldfields to a
large extent to-day. I have supported,
as I have said, this railway for the last
16 or 17 years, and I see no reason to
withhold my support from the railway
to-day. My principal Teason some years
ago for wishing the railway to be built
was that Esperance would provide a suit-
able health resort for the large popula-
tion on our goldfields. From this point
of view it is more important to-day that
the railway should be built, because in
addition to the large male adult popula-
tion on the goidfields, we have now a
large number of women, and a lot of
¢hildren growing up, and surely the
health of the women and children of the
goldfields is worth a little consideration
on the part of the Government of West-
ern Australia. The climate of DPerth
and the surrounding seaside resorts is
not suitable for the women and children
of the goldfields to come to, We have
that on the authority of the medieal men
on the goldfields.

Hon. J. W. Hackett: What is wrong
about it?

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: It is the same
latitude.

Hon. R. D. MeKENZIE: It is too much
of the same sort of climate as we have on
the poldfields. Albany, which is looked
upon as being an ideal climate, is too far
by rail, and it is too expensive for most
people to make the jonrney. We can
reach the coast of the Southern Ocean,
where there is almost the same climate
as they have in Albany, by a journey of
220 or 230 miles to Esperance. Surely
for this ope reasom alone it would be
worth while building the railway. Years
ago when we supported it there was no
railway from Coolgardie to Norseman,
but to-day half the distance has been
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bridged by a railway, and there is now
only 120 miles to be completed to the
coast. The railway would not do any
barm to the interests of Perth and Fre-
mantle, while being very convenient to
the people of the geldfields. At all
events, as a goldiields man, I appeal io
the people on the coast to build this rail-
way. Even if it did not pay when bunilt,
I wonld =till urge that the line be built
from the health point of view alone, Al-
though I have not travelled through the
distriet, during the last few months I
have met a number of men who have
spent weeks, and some of them months, in
prospecting for agricultural areas in that
distriet, I am sare if many members of
the House could only hear the earnest
manner in which these people talk of the
agriculfural possibilities of the land there,
they could not fail to be convinced of the
quality of the land. As for the advisory
board, which the Minister hurried through
the distriet, doing 120 miles in iwo or
three days, their report can only be
looked upon as a farce. The members of
the board will admit they had no oppor-
tunity fo examine the land, and had very
little better knowledge of it than they
had before they started from Norseman.
The Government shonld take steps to see
the extent of the agrienltural land be-
tween Norseman and Esperance, and if
they find there ds land suitable for agri-
culture they should build the line at once.
T would go further and say that, even if
the land is nol so good as it is deseribed
to be, the line should be built, becanse
Esperance is the natural port of the gold-
fields, and it would be the means of con-
serving the health of the vast popula-
tion of women and children on the gold-
fields. That is all I have to say in con-
nection with the mining industry. The
Eeperanee railway is a matter that will
be brought before the Premier in a few
days, when no doubt it will receive every
attention from him. We anticipate get-
ting a favourable reply from him, and we
anticipate tbat the line will be built in a
very short time. I would like to say
something now in connection with some
remarks made yesterday by a member in
regard to the Western Aunstralian Fire

Brigades Board. 1 have the honour of
being a member of the board, and I take
this opportunity of making a few re-
marks on the work the board have done
since the Aect eame into operation. The
remarks made by one hon. member yvester-
day o to show that a eonsiderable amounnt
of disecontent exists ameong the smaller
municipalities in the metropolitan area,
and ameng some roads boards, owing to
the operations of the Act. It iz trne
that the Act was only assenfed to in the
latter portion of last year, and that the
necessary Garetfe notices were only made
in Febmary, and that the Act only came
into operation on the 1st of March. The
burden of the complaint of the munici-
palities, aecording to the hon. member
who spoke yesterday, is that they have to
provide the amount to meet the levy made
on them by the board for fire purposes,
and ihey say that in many instances the
amount the board ask for exceeds the
amount of the rates collected for the year -
by the particnlar roads board or small
municipality. If that is correet 1T can
only say these local governing bodies
levying that small rate are making it
somewhat light for the ratepayers, because
the amounts levied by the fire brigades
hoard are in very many instances quite a
small sum in comparison wiih the pro-
tection the board are piving. The hon.
member mentioned that in some cases
the amount the board levied exceeded by
three times the amount the local govern-
ing body had been in the habit of spend-
ing on fire protection. I have no reason lo
doubt that; but if it is the ease, the local
governing hodies bave not being doing
their duty by the ratepayers, becanse if
they had fire protectioin for the paltry
amounts mentioned, in seme cases £20,
the fire protection could not have been of
a very adequate nalure, unless the amount
were supplemented by other means. Fire
hrigades in many munecipalities and roads
hoards, in addition to gelting small
amounts from the municipalities and
roads boards, have been in the habit of
going round for contributions from the
ratepayers and getfing up entertainments
to help the funds of the brigades, and
they have also been going eap in hand to
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the Government and gerting assistance,
When the Fire Bricades Board was ere-
ated it was intended to do away with
that, so that there wonld be no longer
any need for the brigades to go to the

Government, or to the residents of the.

distriets, cap in hand, for contributions,
and no reason for them to get up enfer-
tainments to swell their funds.

(Sitting " suspended from 6.15 fo 7.30
pan.}

Hon. R. D. MeKENZIE: When we
adjourned for tea I was speaking about
the Fire Brigades Aet. Quite recently
in another place a question was asked the
Government, whether they intended 10
vepeal this measure or amend it.  The
reply given was that the Government in-
tended to dv neither, This Act was only
brought into foree in March of this year
and it has not had time lo have a proper
trial given to it. I should say before
trying to amend the Aect we shounld give
it a fair trial. A great deal of time was
given to this measure by a select com-
mittee and a large number of witnesses
were examined. It is not quite correct
to say that none of the mayors or town
dlerks of the various metropolitan muni-
cipalities had an opportunity of giving
evidence before that eommittee, hecause,
if T remember rightly, the town elerk
and mayor of North Fremantle were
ealled in addition to the mayors of Fre-
mantle and Perth, and a number of other
residents was examined and a good deal
of time was given to the eonsideration of
the measure, and it was thought that it
left this Chamber as perfeet as we eould
possibly make it at that time. I am pre-
prepared to believe that it will be neces-
sary in the course of time to make amend-
ments, but that time has not yet arrived.
It is only fair to give an Aet a trial be-
fore anything serious is done in the shape
of amending it. It am prepared fo ad-
mit havdships are inflicted on some of
the roads board distriets, and in some of
the smailer muneipalities within the met-
ropolitan area. These hardships I hope
we shall be able to reectify and probably
make some adjustment this year, and the
next year these small roads boards and
municipalities will be able to approach

the Governor-in-Couucil and appesal to
get Lheir arvea vestricted, or get it taken
out of the jurisdietion of the board alto-
gether,

Hon, J. ¥, Cullen:
al once?

Hon. R. D. McKEXNZIE: I sny we
may be able to give them some redress
during the present vear, hecause all the
members of the board realise that some
hardship has been inflicted on some of
the roads boards and swmaller municipali-
ties. Taking them as a whole I think they
are getting a good serviee for the amount
of money thev are being asked to pay.
I look on the measure ns one quite justi-
fied, and one which will do a great deol
of good to the State. It is eompelling the
insurance companies to contribute a fair
proportion towards the upkeep of the
brigades, for these companies have been
getting ihe services of the brigade up to
the present time without any cost. In re-
ply to the member wlho brought the mat-
ter forward yesterday, I say we ought to
give the Act a fair trial before doing any-
thing in the shape of amending it.

Hon. D. G. Gawler: Will the boad
assist in getting some of the roads boards
who are hardly treated exempted?

Hon. R. D. McKERZIE: Some of the
zoldfields boards have waited on the Min-
ister who controls this Aet, and he bas
asked that iwo members of the board
shonld consult with him and see if some
vedress eannot be given. T have much
pleasure in supporting the Address-in-
Reply.

Why not adjust it

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE (Norih-
Fast) 1 Like other members I wish to ex-
press regret at the loss of our late King,
and also to congratulate the present
Monarch on ascending the throne. We
have in him one who thoroughly under-
stands the British Empire because he has
travelled so mueh. T wish to congratulaie
you, Mr. President, on your re-election.
T do eclaim that in vourself we have a
zmentleman fitted for the position, and
who uses intellizence in carrying out his
duties. With regard to the Governor’s
Speech, I think it is the longest one I
have heard during the 10 years I
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have been in Parliament. 1 do not think
that the Government have missed much.
With due regard to what we bave
printed hefore us in the Speech, I regret
exceedingly that some little notice has not
been taken of the mining industry. It
seems to me that the industry which I
represent has fallen in note by the coastal
people and also by, perbaps, many of the
agriculturisis, and I am afraid that it
would have been forgotten altogether by
the Government were it not for the faet
that they are glad of the revenue deriv-
able from the industry for the upkeep of
the State. 1 think we have to regret that
some little notice has not been taken of an
industry of such value, especially to a
young counfry. As a goldfields repre-
sentative 1 agree with the sagrienliur-
ists in the wonderfnl development of agri-
culture here, and [ congratnlate Mr. Mit-
chell for the interest which he has taken
in that industry, and the way in which he
has conducted his department. At the
same time I eannot help thinking that the
Government are granting favours in too
small a portion of this great State. The
whole of the interests of the Government
are centred around Perth and sonth to-
wards Albany—or, rather, just aronnd
Katanning.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Good eounfry.

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: The agri-
cultural centres are too confined We
have ports all around this State, why
could we not open them up? Why not
open up Esperance and Raveusthorpe
and Geraldton? When Lord Kitchener
was here he advised ns not to build rail-
ways spasmodically, but rather to build
them into the hinterland of the State.
The Government would do well to follow
such advice and drive our railways from
the various ports into the hinterland.
There is no doubt in my mind the agri-
cultural lands of Australia right around
extend fully 100 miles inland from the
coast. From what ¥ know and have read
there is a good agrieultural country ex-
tending inland for 100 miles. Some
years ago when I was down to the south
of Kurnalpi 1 noticed thai there were
good agricnltural areas there, and I know
that all these areas are good wheat-pru-

ducing country. [ certaibly think it we
are going in for the problem of agrient-
ture and wheat producing the Govern-
ment should push lines from Esperance
into these various centres, and do the same
thing from other ports around the ecoast.
1 am theroughly in aecord with a policy
of deeentralisation. It is useful from a
defence standpoint and also from a de-
veioping standpoint. We should not con-
fine our methods of development to too
small an avea. Certainly the agrienlture of
this State is an industry we ean be proud
of, and I am aspleased as anybody it
has gone ahead so fast, I regard to the
mining industry, as I said before, I sm
sorry the Speech contains so little in ra-
gard to it. To my mind it seems to have
been strangled. The idea of the present
Government seems to be to divest the
whole of the mining areas, and to central-
ise the population of the ‘State near the
coast. The great fault in the Mines De-
pariment is the faet that there are alto-
gether tvo many subsidiary departments,
if I may so call them, s¢ many small
departments in one large department.
The Minister for Mines ai the present
time controls the inspeetors of mines, the
machinery department, the publiec bat-
teries, the mines water supply, the Gov-
ernment Analyst, the inspecturs of spiri-
tuous liguors, and the School of Mines,
As to the first three, there is no doubt, as
far as I can see, and I claim to have a
good deal of knowledge of mining in this
country, both from experience and what
I have seen, these three departments
conld be amalgamated. There is no neces-
sity for an inspection department, also a
machinery department. In Vietoria they
have only one department for these two
matters, and the Public Service ('ommis-
sioner here recommended in 1908 that tie
same thing should apply to this Siate. I
eannot see why Mr. Gregory should not
foliow that advice. Tf we have a Public
Service Commissioner and he recommends
that two departments should be amal-
gamated, why should we not carry out his
vecommendation 2 The Public Service
Commissioner is over our service and we
rely on him to gunide the public service:
why is his adviee not taken? .\ tre-
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mendous saving enuld be effected, and the
savings I should like to see spent in pros-
pecting work. But here we have these
two expensive departments still caried
on. The difference in cost eompared with
Vietoria is appalling. I find that in Vie-
toria these two departments cost £3,600
while in Western Australia the cost is
£7,000, Well, now, £3,500 a year spent
in developiny mines, or supplying pros-
pectors with outfits, would zo a good way
towards opening up new fields. Then
another separate department is that of
public batteries. There is no doubt in
my mind that that also eonld be put
under the State Mining Engineer, and to
that end I would ecertainly enlarge the
scope of the inspector of mines on these
fields, The inspector could also control
the public batteries and the Machinery
Department just as, to-day, he is con-
trolling the inspeetion of mines alone.
Travelling up and down the mines as T
do, there is scareely a day on which I
do not see Mr. Dunstan, ar Mr. Mat-
hews, or some other gentleman connected
with these small departments, travelling
about to look after these distant eentres,
Mr. MeKenzie, in his speeeh to-night,
mentioned the same thing, namely, that
it could all he controlled by one head.
It is just the same as a mining manager
looking after the hatteries and also the
boilers and machinery. I would advocate
the inspector of mines in each district
being appointed head of the Mines De-
partment in his particular district, and
would put the machinery and hattery
men under him. He could see that the
work was properly carried out, and we
would find that the cost would be 25 per
eent. of what it is to-day. Aguin, the
Mines Water Supply Department is sep-
arate altogether from that of the Gold-
fields Water Supply and the Water Con-
servation Departments. What 1s the rea-
son for all these small departments? I
think that there should be an amalgama-
tion among them, and that the saving
therefrom should he spent on further de-
velopment, We also bave the Govern-
ment Analyst’s Depariment here. Thart
is very necessary but, in addition, we
kave an inspector of ligquors. There is

no reason in the world why these two de-
partments should not be amalgamated.

The Colonial Seeretary: He is not ia
the Mines Department at all.

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: Anyhow,
there is such a department. There is an
inspector of spirituous liquors. He goes
around the conntry and samples brands
of liquors from various honses, after
which he sends them to the Government
Analyst, who examines and reports on
them. Surely Mr. Mann could control
that department and carry on the work.
Tnstead of that we have two separate de-
partments.  Another department under
Mr. Gregory is that of the School of
Mines. There is lititle doubt that
could he economically and well managed
if it were pot under the Education De-
partment. 1 would like to see more at-
tention paid to opening up new fields.
Tt is of no use talking, session after ses-
sion, with regard to the present mines of
the State, because they are all well
known; their monthly output is just as
sure as the rising of the sun. They are
mines that have years of development
work alead of them, and we know exactly
how long they are likely to last, inasmuch
as they are mines of proved stability. But
the matter that is of importance to this
State is the opening up of new mines,
and I regret exeeedingly that Mr. Gre-
gory, when approached by a noted geolo-
gist, Dr. MeLaren, did not take that
gentleman’s offer to work in with our
department here in order to get a thor-
oughly up-to-date geological survey of
the whole of the mineral belts of the
State. In all the civilised countries of
the world a geologieal survey is locked
upon as most important. Certainly, it is
invaluable to the prospector. The geolo-
gist points out for prospectors the arens
in whieh gold is likely to be found; and
in a conntry like this, with some 15 years
of development, rocks and schists and
substances which guide the geologist can
be found throughout the State, and a
geological plan would be of the very
zrveatest valoe to the prospectors. I had
a conversation with our own Covernment
Geologist only a few days ago, and he
admitted that it was a very necessary
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thing, but explained that the Government
would not grant the money to carry ocut
this important work. I think this is a
foolish policy. We are all looking on the
mining industry as somewhai dull at the
present time, and this is one of the things
that would help to resuscitate it. There
is no doubt that in the minds of mining
men and the residents of the goldfields,
the mineral belt of Western Australia is
the greatest known in the world. We
find gold from Norseman in the South
t0 Wyndham in the North, Kurnalpi
in the East, and, perhaps, to the Darling
Ranges in the West. We want a geologi-
cal survey of the whole of these areas.
These geological surveys are generally
made in the vicinity of existing mining
camps, Then the prospecior ean go from
one camp to another and probably find
gold-bearing areas hitherto unsuspected
by any bat the geologist. The Chamber
of Mines have recommended the Govern-
ment to go in for this geological survey.
They see the necessity for opening up
fresh mines and mineral areas, and they
went very exhaustively into this matter
with Dr. McLaren, and recommended to
the Government that this question of 2
geological survey should be dealt with as
s00n as pvssible. I think the Government
could go farther and fare much worse
than by following the advice of men con-
nected with the Chamber of Mines. Other
-counttries see the value of this geological
survey. In the United States there is
issued a prospectors’ guide, and as soon
as the prospector gets it he knows where
to po. But here they are left to exploit
rocks as litile likely to bear gold, or otler
precious metal, as is the sand on Fre-
mantle beach. The total ecost of that sur-
vey 18 estimated at £2.300, which is not
a very laree expenditure to ask the Gov-
ernment to put inte a work of that kind.
1 think it should be done, and done forth-
with. A good deal has heen said by my
colleague with regard to the old estab-
lished mines in this country, but [ want
to touch a little upon the charges that
are exacted by the Governmeni from the
smaller man. The person who is work-
ing a small mine is always living in hopes
of so developing his mine that it will
prove worthy of being floated into a
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large company. The Government battery
charges at Menzies and Leonora are 10s.
for crushing and 10s. for ¢yaniding. If
a4 man brings along 160 tons of 10dwt.
stuff the charges are £100 jn treatment
costs. The Government give the result
of that crushing over the plates. That is
to say, the owner gets what he can from
over the plates and ouf of the boxes; bui,
subsequently, it is treated by cyanide, and
the Government only give him 75 per
cent. of the result. Qune would think that
the Government battery would return the
whole of the gold.

The Colonial Secretary: The charges at
Menzies are only 8s. 2d.

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: Well, that
is too high. Then, again, instead of being
paid for the 100 tons, he is only paid
for 80 tons. Therefore, the man loses £20
on that 100 tons of sands; and, deduct-
ing £20 from the 75 per cent paid him
on the result of the gold won, the costs
amount to £110. The total value of the
100 tons is £200, therefore the result to
the prospector is only £60 profit, out of
which he has to pay for carting, and all
other expenses. 1 am hopeful that Mr.
Gregory will go in for more up-to-date
appliances. With the plants he has at
the present time it wounld cost very little
sto imstal gas instead of steam engines,
The firewood bill at these out-back cen-
tres ig altogether too high. I ean quite
realise that the Government batteries can-
not operate as cheaply as can some other
batteries, on aceount of these charges.
The stone should be treated for 13s. or
14s. and still the work be made io pay.
But it cannat be done if these departments
are all managed in Perth. Let the Minis-
ter instrmet the Inspeetor of 1Mines to
take over the contrel of the batteries and
the Machinery Department. For a man
who has a grievance -to be compelled tfo
come down here to head oftice and consult
one of the small departments is altogether
more than should be expected of lum. It
is asking the prospectors to do too much.
I ean quote another case where the Gov-
ernment have been very hard towards the
small man. 1 am not dealing much with
the biz men, for the large mines are es-
tablished and it is no use talking about
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them. They are satisfied. The Mining
Act we have was framed for the control
of the big mines, but it is no good for
the small mine, Two or three years ago
I asked the Government fo introduce a
Prospeciors Bill, so as to get away from
the laws provided in the Mining Act for
the econtrol of the big mines. The
smaller mines do not have great stopes to
be examined by wines inspectors, and
the small mines can he more easily man-
aged by the Government than the larger
ones. A Prospectors’ Bill is badiy needed
in the State. I would refer to the ecase
of the North Star mine at Maleolm. Tt
is a little venture which was floated one
night when Mr, Gregory was paying a
visit to that centre, The residents of the
town contributed £1,500 and the Minister
offered to lend them a similar sum to
open up the old mine. The company put
up a battery and eyanide plant with a
pottion of the money, while the balance
was expended in opening up the property.
The company were not able to pay divi-
dends but ont of the profits they put wp
more machinery, among which was a com-
pressor, whieh at the time it was installed
was worth abont £300. They want to
sink another 100 feet in order to further
test the property, and they asked the
Minister to release the compressor from,
the mortgage, as by that means they
would be able to raise enough money to
sink the shaft another 100 feet. The
Minister, however, wounld not allow that
as it was taking away part of the assets
of the mine, over which he had a lien
for £1.300. It was very hard that the
company could not get the release.

Hon, J. W. Kirwan: The sum of £1,500
was lent before the compressor was ob-
tained.

Hon, T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: That is so;
the compressor was not in the original
mortgage. It was paid for out of the
profits of the mine, and to sink an extra
109 feet the company wanted to raise
£400. This they could have done if the
compressor had been released from the
mottgage. It is provided in the mort-
gage, however, that everything on the
!ense belongs to the Crown until the money
is paid off, therefore the Minister would

[COUNCIL.]

not permit the release. This little pro-
perty has been a regnlar gold mine to the
Government, for it has paid some-
thing like £350 in vailway carriage and
about £230 for fresh water., Therefore,
so far as the Government are concerned,
the asset is a really good one. The trains
have to run to that district whether the
North Star is working or not, so that all
the company contribnte is so much profit
io the Government. We cannot get away
from the fact that the community sub-
seribed £1.500 to the mining proposition.
The Government advanced another £1,500,
and by this means a community is kept
going, that portion of the State is kept
populated and a considerable good is
being achieved. The department should
velease the piece of machinery I have re-
ferred to so that more development work
can be done on the property.

The Colonial Secretary: Was not that
£1.500 due two years ago?

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: Yes.

The Colonial Secretary: And the Gov-
ernment extended the time.

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: Yes, but
they still have the same asset. As a mat-
ter of faet, there is more on the mine now
than at the time the Governmen{ lent the
£1,500. When the company first formed
the North Star was worth nothing. The
Government lent the money on the mach-
inery for they knew that, if seld, it
would bring nearly the pries that was
lent. The people of the district eame
along with the other £1,500 and made a
mine out of the property. The invest-
ment is a sound one. We complain in the
hack distriets that we have too few visits
from men like Mr. Montgomery. How
different are things in the agrienltural
centres, for there men like Professor
Lowrie and Mr. Paterson are always pay-
ing visits and giving advice.

Hon. J. W. Hackett: When they pgo
to the Norseman eountry, however, they
are objected to.

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: I do not
think they are. Take the great agrieul-
tural centres; we find these gentlemen
helping the farmers, advising them and,
if necessary, commencing work for them.
There is not the same thing for flie miner
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" and prospector who have to pay high
rates, high fees and, if there is an exemp-
tion, are compelled to pay £3 for it.
Evidently the question, from the peint of
view of the Government, is how much
they can compe) the poor miner and pros-
pector to pay; they are robbed of every
penny they can make.

Hon. F. Connor: There never was so
much done for the mining industry in
any part of the world as there has been
here.

Hon. T. F. O, BRIMAGE: And no
country has had so much done for it by
the mining industry of this State. How-
ever, I do not like to see comparisons of
that kind. I have heen a long time in this
State, in fact I may say I am married to
this State, my children arve all “sand-
gropers,” and I am just as jealous of the
State as Mr. Connor is. I know how vital
the mining industry is to an agricultural
eommunity. There 15 not a product
grown which is not consumed by the
miner. Take wheat, chaff, oats, or any-
tlung else produced; all are required by
the mining community. I trust the agri-
cultural members will assist the wminer
to get more done for him. l.et the laws
be easier so that he ean mwanipulate his
mine and not be charged sveh high rent
for it when he is making no profits. The
North Star Company have had to pay
£100 rent for the mine and they have no:
had one single dividend for themselves.
Every penny that mine has earned has
gone baek into the mine, in ovder to make
the money lent by the Government more
secure. The property is now worth
£5,000 or £6,000 ann all that is owing is
£1,500. The comjany are struggling to
met down another 100 feet in order to
make a still greater mine of it.

Hon. F. Connor: Let ns subseribe {he
money here among ourselves.

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: I am very
glad to hear that suggestion. If the
people on the goldlields want to bring
any matter before the department tley
bave great trouble in doing so, for they
are dragged down all the way, say from
Laverton or Maleolin, to the City and are
kept waiting down here a fortnight he-
fore they get an answer fo their request.

We would prefer that the Governmeut
should give the iuspectors of mines greal-
er powers than they now possess. There
has been talk of separation, but we are
not seeking to separate from Perth, by
no means, there is w0 question of that
kind, although an “evening contemporary™
has thrown out the weapon of separation.
All we ask for is that a respousible offi-
cer of the depariment should dwell among
us. He should be the inspector of mines
and we could approach him with our re-
guirements. We cannot do so now for
we lave to get up an inspector from
Perth or apply to the head office. There
are altogether too many departments eon-
trolling the mining indusiry and much
trouble and expense is caused in conse-
quence. This eould all be obviated if the
local inspector were given more power,
and then the industry would go ahead by
leaps and bounds.

Hon. J. W. Hacketl: Do you only want
one inspecior?

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: One for
ench distriet.

Hon. J. W. Haeckelt: That would be
expensive.

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: There is
no doubt about the great value the mining
industry is to the State. No better mar-
ket could be found than the goldfields.
On the London market, wheat one day
is 4s., and 3s. the next, but the prices on
the goldfields do nol liuctuate, remaining
always about the same fignre. I hope that
more will be done for the mining indms-
try in the future. Now to turn to a ques-
tion that is of interest to Mr. Cornnor,
that is the freezing of bullocks in the
North-Wesi. Herve is a case where the
Government are going in for building
linge freezing works, although nearly all
the men connected with the business are
worth £100,000 or more, and are in a
position to build {beir own freezing
works. They go to the Government, how-
ever, and ask them to build the works;
naturally they do so if they think the
Government will hear the cost. I can
scarcely understand the Government en-
tering into the project, considering that
the gentlemen conneeted with the indus-
try are so wealthy, and have made so
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much out of it. Far better would it be
for the Government to put a little more
money into the riining industry, and
prospect the counlry for the benefit of
the people of the State, rather than do
everything for those living abroad. Mr.
Throssell mentioned (he question of the
purchase for £35,000 of the large estate
belonging to Mr. Butcher. Last year
when the Agrieultural Lands Purchase
Bill was before the House I objected to
the Goverpment being allowed to buy
large estates without first bringing the
matter before I'arlianent. For a sum
like £55,000 to ve paid by the Govern-
ment, without consulting Parliament, for
the purchase of a private estate is alto-
gether a mistake.

The Colonial Seeretary: It is done on
the advice of the hoeard.

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: The Gov-
ernment shonld take Parliament into their
confidence when buying up private estates
like that. It is out of all reason that
they should be allowed to spend so huge
a sum in buyingz any privale eslate, es-
pecially considering the fact that we have
hundreds of thousands of acres of Gov-
ernment land ready to he settled. One
of the questions of great moment to the
country is the way in which our timber
areas are being depleted. I understand that
the Government reserve is under 100,000
acres, and that with the great number
of railways that we Lave to build, accord-
ing to this lengthy epistle, the Governor's
Speech, which we have heard read, we
will scon have to be importing sleepers.
We have the (ranscontinental railway to
allow for and, T hope, the Esperance rail-
way, besides many other railways in the
State, and the timber acreage at the pre-
sent time is really very small indeed. X
think that the (fovernment should look
into that question almost immediately, be-
canse if they are woing to imporl sleepers
for the building of these various railways
it will be a very serious item for this
young country. In the same way the
Government are spending some £25,000
on the Busselton jelty to give greater
facilities for the export of timber from
that port. I aiso understand that the
timber combine are guaranteeing to put

so much over 1hat jelty so as to pay the
Government for the expenditure which
is being ineurred. I would wish that the
Government would listen to similar pro-
positions with recsard to other works, and
if they waunted ir we counld find a gunaran-
tee tor a good deal of traffic to pass over
the line between Norseman and Esper-
ance. Personally, 1 think that the cow-
bine should have heen left to construct
their own jetiv because they will hLave
almost an exelusive right to the use of
that jetty. I have a note with regard to
harbour trusts. I see that Albany now
is trying to get a harbonr trust.

Hon. J. W. Hackett: Do yon want a
harbour trust at Kalgoorlie?

Hon. T. F. (0. BRIMAGE: No, but we
may want one at Esperance Bay. I think
harbour boards are becoming rather
numerous, and the Lesi thing the Govern-
ment ean do is to look into the question
and establish a waine board instead of
independent bodies aronnd the coast. A
harbour trust is all very well in its way,
but so many of them are beinz ap-
pointed, that every little bay and inlet
wil] be wanting one for itself. The
marine hoard as it is established in
South Australia, Queensland, and New
South Wales is a really good idea and
controls the coast and varieus publie
works in connection therewith very well
indeed. I lave wweh pleasure in sup-
porting the Address-.n-Reply.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY (FEast): I beg

to move

That the debate be adjourned.

Motion negatived.

The PRESIDENT: If no one desires
to speak I will put the questien.

The Colonial Seeretary: I would just
like to explain——

Hon. ¥. Connor: If the Colonial Nee-
retary replies will that close the debate?
I think we ouzbt to adjourn.

The PRESIDEXNT: The motion for
adjournment cannot now be put for an-
other fifteen minutes. The question is,
that the Address be presented io His Ex-
celleney the Govemor.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
Hon. Mr. Pennefather, and another mem-
ber not present to-night, desire fo speak



{3 Auvgusr, 1910.] 87

on the Address-in-Reply, and they asked
me to secure the adjournment of the de-
bate over this evening so that they might
be able to address the House.

A paunse ensued.

The PRESIDENT: Does any hon.
member desire to speak now?

Hon. F. CONNOR (North): I think
it is hardly a fair proposition that
members shonld be expected to wmake

their speeches under such circum-
stances. Personally, I am not pre-
pared to speak because I wanted to

wive to the House some figures in con-
neetion with the pastoral industry which
are in the course of preparation, and I
would also have liked fo reply to Mr.
Nrimage and to have bad more time to
ronsider his remarks. I will be honest and
say I want this debate to he prolonged,
and I rose simply for the purpose of pro-
testing against the proposal to ecarry this
motion without sufficient debate. If I may
be allowed now I will try to talk ont fime.

The PRESIDENT: 1 would like to
point out to the hon. member that he will
not have another opportunity of speak-
ing.

Hon F. CONNOR: T will go on then
with this stereotvped business. I think
it is the usual thing, and whether it is ithe
usual thing or not, it is my great pleasure
indeed to congratulate you, Mr. Presi-
dent, on your return to the position which
vou have adorned for such a consider-
able time, and which I hope sineerely that
vou will countinue to adorn for a great
number of years. It is in the air that this
assembly, which you, Mr. President, first,
and I think I may say Dr. Hackeit next,
and the Colonial Secretary afterwards,
adern so well, not only with eredit and
henour to yourselves bnt with profit to
the country, is going to be attacked by a
section of the community whieh exists in
Parliament, and by the people of the
State generally, and I believe it is even
suggested that this House is not neves-
sary and should not exist. During the
last session of Darliament a Bill was
brought before this House for the pur-
pose of reducing the franchise for the
election of members to this Chamber.
I voted against that Bill being carried,

and T did so because I thought at the
time it was not opportune that we shounld
agree that any alteration, and a material
alteration too, should occur in the Con-
stitution' of this Honse, I take this op-
portunity of saying that althongh I voted
then that way I thought I was doing right.
My opinion them, even though I voted
that way, was that the voice of the peo-
ple shonld be heard, and I will proclaim
that when the Bill comes again before
the Honse, and, according to the Gover-
nor's Speech, the Bill is te be reintro-
duced, unless it is very drastie in its
amendmeit T shall be prepared to sup-
port it, My friend, Mr, Brimage, in his
able address 1o the House said he

was not in favour of the establish-
ment of freezing works in  the
North of Anstralia. 1 do not know
whether he is or not; I do not

care; I do not eare whether the members.
of the Honse are favourable to il or not;
but I want to put some reasons before the
country why it is necessary that some
provision should be made whereby the
great industry, the cattle indostry of the
far North of the State. should be fostered
and assisted. T have some figures. but I
am not very weil prepared. I did not in-
tend io speak this evening, bnt my friend,
Mr. Kirwan, not coming up to the scrateh
left me in the unfortunate position I am
in. I believe the hest policy of the Gov-
ernment of the State is being catried out
by trying to develop in the hest possible
way the ocutput of the North by creating
a market for the production that can be
carried out in the Nortl, that is the catile
prodaction. It has been suggested by
them that they should build freezing
works at Kimberleyv—at Wyndham or
Derby, 1 do not care which—works whirh
would utilise the produetion of the noble
estate we have in the North of Australia
in the Kimberleys, and works which
would be able to cope with and handle the
production of the great pastoral distriets,.
enabling what cannot be cousumed here
in the South to be sent to other parts of
the world that may take them, works
which would, at any rate, assist the people
who went to the North of Aunstralia, and
who are still prepared to go to the North
and develop the industry, by providing



88 [COUNCIL.]

for them a parkel for their produet. It
will probably surprise members to know
that there are in the State 800,000 head
ot cattle, 340,000 in East Kimberley, and
00,000 in West Kimberley, and 200,000
in the other parts of the State; while in
the Northern Territory there are at pre-
sent at least 300.000 head of cattle, mak-

ing altogether 1.300,0000 head of cattle
available.
Hon. J. W. Hackett: What is the

annual inerease?

Hou. . CONNOR: About oune-third.
T¢ means that if we take 10 per cent.
there will be available 130,000 head annu-
ally for handling. The population of the
State is, roughly, 300,000 people, and if
they cousume up tv 60,000 fats per year,
it leaves available about 60,000 or 70,000
head of cattle ready for treatment hy
freezers, hoiling down, extracting, or can-
ning. However, 1 say that in trying te
develop this industry by the erection of
meat works—I1 will not say freezing
works — the (overnment are doing
somethinng which will be of benefit
to the State generally. There is a
great market available in the Philip-
pine [slands, Singapore, and Batavia,
amd all  those places. They want
not only frozen meat but live stock, which
we can provide for them and are pre-
pared 1o supply them with if we get the
facilities. At present the supply of fro-
zen meat to Manila, it may surprise mem-
bers to know, is nearly one and a half
times the supply of frozen meat from
Avstralia (o England, and the market is
at our door if we ean get freezing works
at Wyndham. T may say the Manila
trade is all bheef, not mntton. One and
a half times the supply of beef that woes
to England is consumed by the Philippines
at present. practically by Manila, and the
trade is at our door ready for us if we
will undertake to supply the market. I
have not my figures with me, but T am
safe in saving what T have said, and if
hehoves the eountry  that  this industry
should be fostered and taken care of. T
have to thank the Government in con-
neetion with the development of this in-
dusiry for laving started to bore for
water at Wyndham, Thev undertook the

work and started ou it in a noble way,
but they did not finish it. There is an
unlimited supply of artesian water at
Broome; but at Wyndham, where it is
more important that water should he sup-
plied—I am now going to tell the Gov-
ernment something they have not done—a
hore was starfed some two years ago bhut
not finished. Before the hore was started
Mr. Jack. the geolopist, informed the
Goverument that, in his opinion, there
was artesian  water there, and that it
would be necessary to bhore down ta 3,000
feet to reach that water. The work was
started at Wyvndham—--to the eredit of
the Government—hut eontinwed down to
1410 feet only. T think it eost something
more than it should have eost, but that is
the Government’s ftault. T suppose if
they put on incompetent people. or people
ot whom they eonld not depend. and if
the work was not properly done, it was
their lookout. At any rate. they only
sank to 1.400 feet, after My, Jack told
them il would he neeessary to go to 3,000
feet hefore they would get an artesian
supply. 1 helieve it eost £3,000, but why
did they start on the work if they were
not prepared to go down to the depth Mr.
Jack said it was necessary to go, and why
did they stop before they had proved the
position ? T believe that if a contract had
been ‘let they conld have got a hore down
to 3,000 feel at €1 per foot. and T am
quite willing to smarantee that it would be
done for 23s. per foot for a depth of

3.000 feel. The water is necessary,
becanse here the Government say they
are going to erect freezing works,
and there is no water supply. Alse
T say it 1is necessary that some
market shonld  be found for the

areat supplies of catile that can he pro-
dueced in the North. 1f to-morrow a mar-
ket were secured we could make certain
that all the rountry known as the Broek-
man eountry, whieh Mv. Fred. Brackman
surveved, and wherein unlimifed feed and
water exist, and where there are millions
of acres going to waste, would he taken
up, and taken up by small people with,
sav. 1.000 head of breeders to start with.
Wlhere von wet in the pastoral industry,
in eatile. not s0 moeh in sheep. =mall
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holdings with people with, say, 1,000
head of breeders to start with, we ean be
sure that if the cattle are attended to, in
four years they will double themselves;
‘whereas with big herds we cannot
make sore that they will increase materi-
ally at all. I do not know why it is but
it is a law in the cattle business, a Jaw of
nature, that one canoot have big herds
and get much increase. This is, T sup-
pose, special pleading, but I do not care
twopence whether the Ctovernment go on
with this work or not. I am tired of
listening to innuendoes against the peo-
ple who made this industry and made
the country by keeping that land. T am
tired of it. 1 am plaeing before the Gov-
ernment the necessity for enconraging the
small men, piving them the oppertunity
to go out and take up the country where
we will get an inereased output and where
we can secure the market of the Philippine
Islands that is going begging at our door.
1t does not matter to me, bnt it matters to
the country. We should have this trade,
1 commend the Government for what they
have done in coonection with it, but I
hope they will continne and thai they will
not be bluffed by those goldfields mem-
bers that the Esperance railway should
be buili before these works are earried
out.

Hon. R. D. McKenzie: We do not ask
that.

Hou. F. CONNOR: The Government
are going in the right direction. They
should keep it np and they will increase
the settlement and the output of the North
of Australia and give the people there a
chance of developing the country, that
great country, for it is a great country,
with 20 feet of magnificent seil. with
magnificent pasture, and a heavy rain-
fall. It will produce anything if the
Governmmment will only help it and give
it an opportunity. I think I have said
enough in this matter. I think on the
whole the Governor’s Speech is one we
can agree to. I think there is nothing
left unsaid except the Esperance railway.
As far as that railway is concerned, let
me tell members now that I am in favour
of the Esperance railway—

Han, R, D. MeKenzie: Hear, hear!

Hon. F. CONNOR: When the time
comes,

Hon, J. W. Kivwan: The time is now.

Hon. F, CONNOL: It may be now, il
may be to-morrow, and it may be the next
day, but the very minute it is in keeping
and in towech with the necessities of the
other developments of the country I shall
vote with you, and for the railway every
time, but I ‘cannct bind myself to say
that the time 15 now. [ believe it will be
in the near future, but when the tibme
comes, when it is necessary to build the
railway I am with you. And if to-
morrow you ean prove that the time is
vipe T am with yvon. [ do hope that no
individual will be able—I do nol care who
it is—to create discord between any seec-
tions of the community in the State. We
are in a unique position, all our indus-
tries ave developing, vur finances are im-
proving, the characier of our representa-
tives is very wond: all that is in our
favour. We are on the up-grade, let us
keep on the up-grade; let us not dis-
seminate diseord; let no individual for
individual purposes, whatever they may
be, introduee discord. T will partieularise
if vou like—berween the goldfields and
the coast. 1 was the first mining repre-
sentative in the Honse; there was old Mr.
Baker who preceded me by a few months.
But 17 or 18 years ago T was the only
mining representalive, and I fought for
the mining industry then, [ was for
years the only mining representative in
the House. Did T not ask with the best
of my ability, and I will do so now, that
all the help necessary should be given io
the mining industry, partieularly to the
prospector? It has beer my ambition
thal the prospector should be helped to
the best ability of the Government in
power. I am noi afraid of spending
money on him. T think he is of more
benefit, for the time being anyhow, than
the agriculturist. The man who will go
ont and risk his life, and spend his best
days in prospecting, that is the man who
deserves all the consideration that can be
given to him by any Government in
power, he it labour, conservative, or any
other Government. I was the only direct
representative of mining in another
place for many vears. and T always



90 [ASSEMBLY.]

wanted to assist the prospector, and 1
want to assist him now just as mmech. 1
would give lim all the assistance in rea-
son, but you get people asking for
unreasonable things. The agricnltural in-
dustry and the mining industry should
go hand in hand; there is plenty of
seope for both industries.

On motion by the Coleonial Secretary,
debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 8.50 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pm.. and read prayers,

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE.
Mr. J. 15, Holman (Murchison) took
and snbserilied the Oath of Allegiance to
His Majesty King George V.

LEATER OF THE OPPOSITIOX.

Mr. 8. ADDAXN (Ivanhoe): With the
permission of the House I desire to an-
nounce that., by resolution of the party
sitting on 1his side of the House, I have
now the honour of oceupying the posi-

tton of leader of the Opposition. I trust
that 1 will recognise the responsibilities
of the pusition due not only te members
on this side of the House but also to those
sitting opposite, and that I will conduct
myself in a mannper tuv my credit and to
the eredit of the party who have done me
the high honour of appointing me to the
position.

The PREMIER (Sir XNewton J.
Moore): May I be permitted to
offer my sincere congratulations to
the memher for Ivanhoe on the

distinguished position to which bhe
has been elected. 1 feel sure that he
will eontinue to observe those high tradi-
tions of the oflice which by the member
for Brown Hill have been carried out in
a manner that commands respect from
both sides of the House. The announce-
ment of the resignation of the member
for Brown Hill, while to be regretted,
was not altogether unexpected, and
[ teel sure that T am voicing the
opinion of every member of the House
when [ =ay that | trust the respite from
the active Jduties and worries entailed on
the leader of a party will result in his
being complelely restored to the hest of
bealth. Duwring the time the member
for Brown Hill has been leader of the
Opposition T think T may say that al-
though we have striven mightily in the
House. we have alwavs heen ahle to meet
as friends after the House has adjonrned ;
and I am particularly gratified that, after
five vears of sitting opposite to each
other, the same wood l'eeling prevails be-
tween us as ohtained when first he eon-
gratulated me on my heing made a Min-
ister. T offer every congratnlation to the
member tor Ivanhoe, and 1 feel sure that
in every way he will nphold the dignity
of  the pasition to which he has been
elecrted by the members of his party.

PATERS PRESEXTED.
By the [I'remier:—1, Report of the
tiovernment  Labour Buoreau to  30th
June, 1910. 2, Goldfields Water Supply
Administration — Report of specialists
on the corrusion of the steel main. 3,
Goldfields Water Supply Administration



